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THE RESEARCHCONTEXT

High-Income
Countries

Low-Income Countries

Å Issues of affordability and 
distributional equity

Å{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ άŦǳŜƭ 
ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅέ

Å Intersects with worries to 
mitigate global climate and 
environmental change 

ÅLack of sufficient access to 
adequate, reliable and safe 
energy services

Å Intersects with national 
economic and social 
development imperatives

e.g. UK and other EU countries e.g. sub-saharian Africa, etc. ÅHighly developed network vs. 
bubbles of absolute isolation

ÅUnreliable supply and low 
resilience to extreme events

ÅStrong use of fossil fuels for 
heating and cooking

ÅDependence on hidroelectricity
and imported fossil fuels

ÅEnergy Poverty is gaining 
relevance but knowledge is weak

Chile (example of
middle-income country)
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THE ENERGYPOVERTYNETWORK

Independent
Researchers Civil 

Society

State
Officiers

ü DevelopEP framework
ü Produce and diffuseknowledge
ü Link with other sourcesof expertise
ü Position EP as a nationalissue
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TOWARDSA DEFINITION

V Multi-dimensional conception of poverty, including capacities and challenges for individuals in satisfying their needs and 
exercising their rights in different areas of human development.

V Energy deficits constitute poverty by limiting subjective and objective capacities of people, thus affecting their quality oflife 
and human development.

Energy poverty should be seen as a relative concept:
Å Some of its variables may acquire more or less 

relevance in different territories
Å The definition of needs, the quantity of energy 

necessary to satisfy them, its quality and the cost 
threshold that should be considered acceptable (and 
even the way income is computed) vary depending 
on culture, climate, infrastructure, social-economical 
conditions, etc.

Fundamental 
(primary) 

energy needs

ÅCooking and food processing

ÅAccess to water

ÅRefrigeration

ÅMinimal lighting

Basic 
(secondary)

energy needs

ÅThermal comfort

ÅSanitary hot water

ÅLighting and other domestic 
appliances

ÅHealth appliances

ÅEducational technologies

Subjective or objective indicators?
Standardized of country-based analysis?

Single- or multi-dimensional definitions?

Fundamental or extended energy services?
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OUR WORKINGDEFINITION

A householdsuffersEPwhen it doesnot haveaccessto sufficientenergyto cover fundamental

(primary)andbasic(secondary)needs, consideringboth thosethat are‘objectively’acknowledged

bysocietyandthose that are‘subjectively’felt by the veryhousehold.

Thus,anenergy-poorhouseholddoesnot havethe capabilityto decidebetweena sufficientrange

of adequate,reliable,sustainable,high-quality and safeenergyserviceswhich maysupportboth

the humanandeconomicdevelopmentof its members.

Both the needs,and the possiblesatisfiers,shouldbe consideredcontextualizedon a particular

population, located in a specific territory, in a defined temporal context and under specific

socioculturalconditions.

ENERGYPOVERTY
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DIMENSIONS

ENERGYPOVERTY

ACCESS

Overcoming physical, 
technological and 

economical thresholds

QUALITY

Avoiding intra- and extra-
domiciliary pollution and 

promoting resilience

EQUITY

Equating economic, 
social, cultural and 

environmental capacities
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Access Quality Equity

Å Supply insufficiency
Å Geographical limitations 

to access
Å Technological flaws
Å Economical factors

Å Dwelling conditions
Å Pollution sources
Å Quality of regular supply 

and in case of disasters

Å Budget differences 
between families
Å Choice of energy 

sources
Å Equipment

AVAILABLEINFORMATION IN THECOUNTRY
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ENERGY POVERTY
SelectedResults

Source: ReNaM
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ENERGY POVERTY
SelectedResults

Source: ENE 2016
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NACIONAL GRAN SANTIAGO CAPITALES REGIONALES MENOS SANTIAGO

Average Monthly Cost Structure of energy in households, including all 
sources

QUINTIL I QUINTIL II QUINTIL III QUINTIL IV QUINTIL V Source: VII EPF

ENERGY POVERTY
SelectedResults

12

NATIONAL REGIONALCAPITALSEXCEPTSANTIAGOSANTIAGOMETROPOLITANAREA

QUINTILEI QUINTILEII QUINTILEIII QUINTILEIV QUINTILEV



13

Source: ReNaM

ENERGY POVERTY
SelectedResults
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FINAL REMARKS

ÅExistence of periodic studies addressing energy and energy consumption issues in Chile

ÅHowever, still many inconsistencies among analyzed instruments, either in sample 
designs and sizes, questionnaire design or depth of approach to variables, thus affecting 
the comparability of different measurements.

ÅAnyway, the existing information IS enough to affirm the existence of substantial EP 
issues that need to be tackled with adequate policy instruments.

ÅUrgency to produce more research data and results on the phenomenon in the country, 
combining a standardized quantitative understanding with more qualitative research in 
different sociocultural contexts, and technical analysis focused on the particular 
problems of climatic zones and their various geographic conditions.

Å In synthesis, this requires a multi-level, interdisciplinary approach which makes 
participative efforts such as the EP network particularly relevant.



More info on:
http://redesvid.uchile.cl/pobreza-energetica/centro-de-documentacion/

http://redesvid.uchile.cl/pobreza-energetica/centro-de-documentacion/

